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Exploring Stylistic Changes in Japanese Children's Literature
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Abstract: Quantitative analyses of literary works have been widely conducted; however, relatively little research has focused on
the quantitative analysis of the writings of contemporary authors. This study investigates the diachronic changes in the writing
style of the contemporary Japanese children's author Mihoko Inoue by quantitatively analyzing her works from the beginning of
her writing career to the present. The results indicate that works published around 2010 exhibit relatively high frequencies of the
auxiliary forms "-ta" and "rashii", whereas works published around 2020 show relatively high frequencies of "-tai" and "-tte". From
a quantitative perspective, these findings suggest that Inoue's writing style has gradually shifted toward a more conversational style

that addresses readers more directly.
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